
The Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club
www.tbffc.org

Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 3, 2010, 5:30 p.m.

Special Guest Speaker
Brad Lowman

Brad is an active and experienced fly fisherman and fly tier, and an active member of the

Federation of Fly Fishers. He has run the fly fishing department at Bill Jackson’s, joined a new

production fly tying venture in Mexico where he had to teach employees who had never fly fished how to

tie flies. That took patience and fortitude. More recently Brad joined the staff at Flint Creek

Outfitters in Riverview. His duties include guiding trips to some of the most fabled freshwater bass

fishing waters in Florida, including Bienville Plantation in northern Florida. Brad will take us on our own

personal bass fishing trip, complete with tricks of the trade. Be sure to attend this very special talk.

Featured Fly Tier
Brad Lowman---- and You

Come prepared to tie your own versions of some of Brad’s favorite flies that are guaranteed to

catch trophy fresh water bass just like the Saturday morning pros, only using flies instead of those big

ol’ plugs. As usual, the club will supply fly tying vises and other essentials, so all you have to do is show

up.

Our regular fly tying tutorial “Bull session” for members will begin at 5:30.

;
Directions to Our Meetings: From I-75---Take Bruce B. Downs exit from I-75; go west 2 miles to traffic light, turn left onto Tampa
Palms Blvd., then left on Compton Drive, and right at Compton Park. From I-275---Take Bearss East to Bruce. B. Downs; then
Bruce B. Downs east/north to Tampa Palms Blvd. Rt. on Tampa Palms, then left on Compton Drive and right at Compton Park

SPECIAL DRAWING FOR ALL ATTENDING CLUB MEMBERS

Win a half-day fly fishing the flats on Saturday, November 20, with Capt. Bryon Chamberlin
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NOVEMBER 2010 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Fly Clubbers,

Welcome to November and fine fall fishing on Tampa
Bay. Please try to get out there and enjoy the cooler
weather and hotter fishing.

Many thanks to Rick and Nanette O’Hara for their
presentation on fishing in the Glades and to Denise
Bruner for tying.

Check page 3 below for coming events, especially
the Big Gun in November and Play Hooky in
December.

Eight of us traveled to Mexico on a great trip where
we caught bonefish, permit, tarpon and snook amid
beautiful surroundings and friendly hosts; details to
follow at a future meeting. Had good results with a
Lefty shrimp fly, which we will tie at one of our
beginner sessions.

Take care and tight lines

. //Walt
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
Interim Presidents (shared) Durkin, Miekka, Sperling

Vice President Walt Durkin 813-476-7128
Treasurer Rick Valeri 813-681-9143
Directors: Nick Angelo 813-230-8473

Denise Bruner 813-989-2909
Bryon Chamberlin 813-361-8801
Pat Damico 727-360-6466
Robert Fischer 813-962-0185
Bob Gaulin 813-782-8605
Ted Hagaman 813-920-7863
Jeff Janecek 352-588-3866
Dick Miekka 727-866-8682
John Nelson 813-805-0202

Rick O’Hara 813-238-6763
Neil Sperling 813-655-5627
Alligator Bob Young 813-986-3008

The next meeting of the TBFFC Board of Directors will be at 6:00
P.M. on Wednesday, November 10 at Four Green Fields
Restaurant.

NOT GETTING THE NEWSLETTER? Please call
Dick Miekka, Editor, at 727-866-8682 or e-mail to
dmiekka@cs.com

mailto:dmiekka@cs.com
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TBFFC EVENTS

2010 TBFFC MEETING DATES
Here are the meeting dates for the rest of 2010;
November 3; December 1, Please watch this space for
any changes.

A NEW FLY SHOP HAS OPENED
“Tampa Bay on the Fly” had its grand opening on October
14. See their ad on page 10.

BIG GUN SHOOTOUT SET FOR NOVEMBER 21
When: Sunday, November 21, 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Where: Picnic Island Park, We will be at the first parking
area beyond the boat dock turnoffs.
What: This is an annual event in which our club hosts
surrounding clubs in a friendly competition of fly-casting
skills. There are five casting accuracy tests, including the
infamous Hanson cup, and one distance casting test. The
few contestants who manage a 100 ft. cast during the
regular competition are invited to compete in the final
event, a shootout for the top distance prize. Trophies are
awarded for individual and team (of 3) performances and
a great lunch
Judging: Please plan to do a bit of judging (which is fun),
so that everyone can participate in the event. For more
information contact Walt Durkin at 813-476-7128

PLAY HOOKY FOR THE HOLIDAYS
When: Friday, December 10, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Where: Cockroach Bay
This year we will play hooky at Cockroach Bay. This has
become a favorite outing for many of our members. Take
a day off, leave the holiday stress behind and join us for a
day of semi-relaxed fishing for sea trout, redfish, and
whatever else is in those fine waters. Lunch will be
served, along with good fellowship and tall tails.
Sign up at the December club meeting

2010 MCFF/CCA "Fall Fly Fishing Challenge"

The Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers and Sarasota Chapter of

the Coastal Conservation Association will hold their 6th

annual “Fall Fly Fishing Challenge” on Saturday, Nov. 6,

2010 out of the Ken Thompson Park boat ramp on City

Island in Sarasota. Call Rick Grassett at 923-7799 or e-

mail snookfin@aol.com for more info.

FALL-WINTER EVENTS TO BE SCHEDULED
1. Don Coleman outing at Fort Desoto Park (Joint with
SCFF and MCFF) probably on December 18.
2. Club Outing at Simmons Park – Winter
3. Shad Outing – January or February 2011

O’HARA EVERGLADES CABIN FOR RENT
Fee is $85 per night + one-time $35 cleaning fee. Contact
Rick O'Hara at 727-410-0459 or flyguy47@verizon.net.

SUNCOAST FLY FISHERS
www.suncoastflyfishers.com

Regular Meetings: 6:30pm on the Third Thursday of each
month, except December, at Walter Fuller Recreation
Center, 7883 26

th
Ave. N., St. Pete.

MANGROVE COAST FLY FISHERS
www.mangrovecoastflyfishers.com

NOTE: Newer Location for MCFF Club meetings - Twin
Lakes Park. The entrance to Twin Lakes Park in Sarasota
is located on Clark Road, just 1/2 mile east of I-75, on the
south (right) side of the road. Contact website above for
details and directions.

mailto:snookfin@aol.com
mailto:flyguy47@verizon.net
http://www.suncoastflyfishers.com/
http://www.mangrovecoastflyfishers.com/
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TIPS FOR TBFFC – No. 29

Casting Tip for TBFFC: 12

An Emergency Casting Clinic is like a casting ER. Bring your casting
problems and have them fixed. While giving one with fellow MCI Bill
Whitebread at The Evening Hatch, a Pocono Mountain fly shop in PA, we
concluded that almost every participant had the same casting fault. Their
pick-up and lay down casts all had large back loops and frequent tailing
loops on the forward cast, causing “wind knots.” Most were freshwater trout
and bass fishermen. Starting the cast with the rod tip too high used up
more than half of the casting arc and introduced slack. A more horizontal
positioning of the rod was used to complete the backcast. The forward cast
then began with too much power causing the rod tip to move in a concave
direction. Since the line follows the rod tip, a tailing loop was the result.
Always start your backcast with the rod tip close to the water and without
slack. This single cast could violate all five casting essentials we previously
discussed

Pat Damico, MCI

Some Home Remedies from the Internet – Hope They
Work!

Drinking two glasses of Gatorade can relieve headache pain almost
immediately-without the unpleasant side effects caused by traditional pain
relievers.

For a hangover, just drink as much water as you can stomach. Relief
should be quick.

Before you head to the drugstore for a high-priced inhaler filled with
mysterious chemicals, try chewing on a couple of curiously strong Altoids
peppermints. They'll clear up your stuffed nose.

Achy muscles from a bout of the flu? Mix 1 tablespoon horseradish in 1 cup
of olive oil. Let the mixture sit for 30 minutes, then apply it as massage oil
for instant relief for aching muscles.

Sore throat? Just mix 1/4 cup of vinegar with 1/4 cup of honey and take 1
tablespoon six times a day. The vinegar kills the bacteria.

Cure urinary tract infections with Alka-Seltzer. Just dissolve two tablets in a
glass of water and drink it at the onset of the symptoms. Alka-Seltzer
begins eliminating urinary tract infections almost instantly-even though the
product was never advertised for this use
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Member Photos, November 2010

Nanette and Rick O'Hara, guided by Capt. Kevin Mihailoff (middle) won the Fly Rod Division of the RedSnook Catch
and Release Charity Tournament out of Naples for the second year in a row. They received framed, signed photographs by
noted landscape photographer Clyde Butcher as their "trophies."

Here are some photos from Denise Bruner’s trip up in NC /TN in October. She holds a Brown caught on the Davidson
River on a size 22 midge fly. Next is a photo of one of the pens taken at the hatchery.
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Member Photos, Continued.

October fishing can be about more than the fish. Denise Bruner caught this view (L) of the South Holsten in Tennessee.
Jack Hexter reports: “I fished the Tellico River (R) in Tennessee October 11 for the first time in about 20 years. GREAT

trout stream!! Couldn't buy a fish on a wooly bugger, but saw some fish rising so I switched to a dry fly that I found in my
box. In the last hour, before my back gave out, I caught 2 brook trout and 1 rainbow. No pix of the fish, but the foliage
color change is going off big time. Fly fishermen don't fish in ugly spots”

Who are those masked men? The Lone Ranger?
Tonto?

Check this newsletter next month to find out the true story
about these mysterious strangers.

Hint: A group lf TBFFC members is rumored to have
headed south and west to a secret location in Mexico where
they spent late October seeking treasure and bandits on the
flats.
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Project Healing Waters: A photographic essay



8

FLY OF THE MONTH
Christmas Clouser
As Tied by Denise Bruner

MATERIALS:
Hook: Tiemco 8005, size 4 or simular saltwater hook with
the barb pinched down.
Eyes: Bead chain eyes.
Thread: Danville Flat Waxed Nylon, Red.
Body: Bucktail, white and green.
Wing: Krystal Flash Holographic
Head cement or Hard as Nails clear nail polish.

1. Mount the hook into vise with the point side down, tie in
thread running it down the shank of the hook and back up
two thirds of the way back to the hook eye.

2. Tie in the bead chain eyes using figure eight pattern
then cinching down the eyes rodeo style with a
few sideways underwraps, move the thread forward in front
of the bead chain eyes.

3. Tie in a small pinch of combed (to remove underfur ) white
bucktail by laying it over the length of the hook starting
with the cut side at the hook eye. Be sure to tie in behind
the bead chain eyes so it will not flair up and the red
thread represent gills. You can determine length of bucktail
desired by measuring against the hook, then trimming to
length as needed.

4. Turn hook over or rotate the vise to tie in the Krystal flash,
use sparingly, normally I use two pieces folded in half
using the thread to divide again as I tie it in, I use a dab of
head cement in between each step.

5. Tie in the equal amount of of the green Bucktail starting
and ending in front of the eye, match up the length with the
white bucktail. Build the head into a cone shape and whip
finish to tie off.

6. Apply a little Head cement to enhance durability.

I vary this pattern by using different colored thread and
manufactured dumbell eyes depending how heavy I would like

the fly to swim.

Fishing Report and Forecast
“What a great time to go fishing!”

Members Steve Parker and Frank Rhodes fished Costa
de Cocos in Xcalac Mexico. On the first day Steve caught
a grand slam – bonefish, tarpon and permit. Both caught
a ton of bonefish and had a great trip.

Member David Mullins wading the flats of the Cypress
Street beach hooked up with trout and ladyfish on a
chartreuse and white clouser and jumped a snook up in
the mangroves on a small all white fly.

Capt. Bryon Chamberlin reports fishing the dock lights at
night is producing lots of trout and a few redfish. Snook
however are a rare find under the lights in the Tampa Bay
area. The cold winter really did a number on them.
Schools of redfish are on the flats, but they are spooky
from pressure by bait anglers. Mackerel and little tunny
are available in the shipping channel from the Skyway
Bridge to Egmont key. Look for diving birds and white
water caused by the breaking fish. When the winds are
down, throw a 7 wt with a floating line for maximum sport.
Small minnow patterns about l.5 inches in length will do
the trick.

Greg Stepanski, fishing with Capt Rick Grassett caught
Spanish mackerel and little tunnies on glass minnow flies.
Greg said if you haven’t tried this you need to because it’s
a blast. Rick’s brother Kirk came down from Delaware for
a visit and on fly caught nice reds while fishing with Capt
Rick Depaiva out of Ft. Myers

Jack Hexter fished the Tellico River in Tennessee
October 11 for the first time in about 20 years. Last time
he fished it he used nothing but olive wooly buggers and
caught lots of rainbows. But, that was during stocking
season which ended Sept 15 this year. Jack couldn't buy
a fish on a wooly bugger, but saw some fish rising so
switched to a dry fly and caught 2 brook trout and 1
rainbow.

Tight Lines,
Bob Gaulin
Rjgaulin@yahoo.com

813-782-8605

Random Thought for the Month:
You never know when it will strike, but there comes a

moment at work when you know that you just aren't

going to do anything productive for the rest of the

day.

mailto:Rjgaulin@yahoo.com
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Member Benefits
TBFFC is famous for its value and focus on the sharing of

information, experience, and craftsmanship with its members.
As a TBFFC member you will enjoy many benefits free or at
nominal cost, plus enriching experiences.

 Monthly Meetings with Famous Speakers
 Fly Fishing Outings
 Fishing Trips Sponsored by Members and the Club
 Group Clinics and Workshops
 Fly Tying Lessons
 One-On-One Fly Casting Lessons
 Shirts and Hats with club logo
 80 Page Beginner’s Basic Skills Instruction Manual
 Annual Banquet with International Speakers

These boat Captains can take you to the best fishing spots

Fly Fishing Guides

 Capt. Nick Angelo (813) 230-8473
 Capt. Sergio Antanes (813) 973-7132
 Capt. Pat Damico (727) 360-6466
 Capt. Bryon Chamberlin (813) 361-8801
 Capt. Joe Gonzales (305) 642-6727
 Capt. Rick Grassett (941) 923-7799
 Capt. Pete Greenan (941) 923-6095
 Capt. John Hand (239) 842-7778
 Capt. Wade Osborne (813) 286-3474
 Capt. Frank Rhodes (863) 967-4258
 Capt. Russ Shirley (727) 343-1957
 Capt. Keiland Smith (863) 944-7475

Fly Casting Coaches
Novice or advanced caster, one of the following coaches can
assist you with your casting. Contact one convenient to your
location to arrange a casting session.

South Tampa
Steve Parker………………..…….813- 287-5583
Brandon
Neil Sperling……………………..813-655-5627
North Tampa
Jeff Abeles ………………………813-961-0097
Robert Fischer…………….……..813-962-0185
Dan Lagace.………………….…..813-929-6605
Bill Murdich …………………… 813-971-4764
Leigh West. …………………….. 813-971-8697
Saint Petersburg
Capt. Pat Damico………………..727-360-6466
Polk County
Capt. Frank Rhodes…….……….863-967-4258

Our Corporate Sponsors
These companies sponsored the Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club. Some
are members of the club. We urge you to patronize them.

 3-WAY CONSTRUCTION CO. Robert Fischer PO Box 342774, Tampa,
FL 33694 (813) 968-1505.

 AFISHIONADO GUIDE SERVICES., Capt. Wade Osborne, (813) 286-

3474 , wwwafishionado.com
 ALLIGATOR BOB’S Gourmet Alligator Meat Snacks (813) 986-3008,

WWW.GATORBOB.COM

 ALLSTATE FINANCIAL SERVICES L.J. Cathlineau (813) 752-2556
 AVANT GOLD JEWELERS, Jeff Abeles, 10330 North Dale Mabry,

Suite 150, Tampa, FL 33618, (813) 961-0097
 AWESOME FISHING ADVENTURES, Capt. Keiland Smith, (863)

944-7475
 BARBED STEEL charters inc. Capt. Bryon Chamberlin (813) 361-8801

bryon@barbedsteel.com, www.barbedsteel.com.
 Bill JACKSON’S SHOP FOR ADVENTURE, 9501 US 19 N. Pinellas

Park FL 33782, (727) 576-4169
 REDFISH LANDING GUIDE SERVICE Capt. John Hand

www.RedfishLandingGuideService.com (239) 842-7778

 CAPT. RUSS SHIRLEY (727) 343-1957 www.captruss.com
 CAPT. SERGIO ANTANES (813) 973-7132 www.REELFISHY.com
 CENTER FOR RADIATION ONCOLOGY, Kathryn Kapes, M.D.,

Jack Steel, M.D., Brandon, Plant City, Sun City Center, Tampa and
Zephyrhills (813) 661-6339

 COPY CONTROL MANAGEMENT, INC. Donnie Cayo, Jr. 9411

Corporate Lake Dr. Tampa, FL (813) 882-3945 www.copycontrol.com
 ON THE FLY Enver Hynsni 4203 W. El Prado, Tampa (813) 443-0660
 THE FLY GUY Capt. Pat Damico (727) 360-6466 www.captpat.com

 THE TAMPA ANGLER , Capt. Dave Chouinard, 490 W. Hillsborough

Ave., Tampa 813-374-2497 wwwTheTampaAngler.com
 SNOOK FIN-ADDICT GUIDE SERVICE, INC. Capt. Rick Grassett,

(941) 923-7799 www.snookfin-addict.com
 SWANN’S FLY FISHING SHOP, Jim Swann, 13650 South 98 Bypass,

Dade City, FL 33525, (352) 567-6029
 WALLACE B. ANDERSON, Jr. ATTORNEY AT LAW, 220 N. West

Shore Blvd, Suite 220, Tampa.( 813) 639-4255 wbataxlawyer@aol.com

2009 member application
Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club

Your Name: _____________________Date: ___________
Mailing address: _________________________________
City: ___________________State: ____Zip:___________
Hm. Phone: ____________Wk. Phone: _______________
Email address:__________________________________

Type of Membership:_________________________
Please Check: One Year______Five Year______
Please list names you wish to include in family membership

Name:____________________ Rel: ___________
Name: ____________________ Rel: ___________
Name: ____________________ Rel: ___________
Annual Dues: $25.00 Individual Membership

$35.00 Family Membership
$95.00Corporate Single Membership
(includes one membership and Ad Space)

$120.00 Corporate Double Membership
(includes two memberships or family membership and

. Ad Space in Newsletter)

Five Year Dues: $100.00 Individual Membership
$140.00 Family Membership

Please make check payable to: Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club
C/o Rick Valeri, 1404 Oxfordshire Ct. Brandon, FL 33510

http://www.wadefishl.com/
http://www.gatorbob.com/
mailto:bryon@barbedsteel.com
http://www.barbedsteel.com/
http://www.redfishlandingguideservice.com/
http://www.captruss.com/
http://www.reelfishy.com/
http://www.copycontrol.com/
http://www.captpat.com/
http://www.theflyhatch.com/
http://www.snookfin-addict.com/
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