
The Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club
www.tbffc.org

Next Meeting: Wednesday, December 1, 2010, 5:30 p.m.
Fly Tying, Holiday Social and Skills Workshop

Tie-A-Thon Our Dec.1 meeting will feature a very popular venue. Four of our club's excellent tiers will each
tie two of their favorite patterns and will bring enough material so that you can sit down with your vice and fly
tying tools and tie their pattern one step at a time. The flies that you successfully tie will also act as a guide as
you later duplicate them in the comfort of your home. If anyone needs a vise or other tools, contact me (Pat
Damico) at 727-504-8649. Our Sergeant at Arms has orders to fine anyone found standing with arms folded!
Host tiers and patterns:

Lloyd Bull: Red Squirrel and Peacock Nymph
Bill Murdich: Wiggler Bugger and Parachute Royal Coachman
Logan Valeri: Black Ant and Bullet Head Hopper
Nick Angelo: Bendback and Redfish Toad

Food and Fun Do not eat before the meeting--A genuine fish fry will be provided, but a
favorite appetizer or dessert would be appreciated. Engage in friendly conversation, improve your skills and meet
more of your fellow members!

Slides and Photos Bring any pictures that would be of interest to the club. We’ll have projectors for slides and
computer files. This is a popular event. If you have 5-10 minutes worth of fishing or travel pictures, please bring them
and share them with the membership.

Fly Fishing Flea Market Bring all of those fishing items that you no longer use to the meeting. We will set up an
area for those interested buyers, sellers, and traders to get together. Bring rods, reels, fly tying materials, anything but old
bait!

Knots and Rigging Learn how to tie knots, construct tapered leaders, and rig tackle. Bring your tackle to be rigged.
One of the club's friendly and knowledgeable members will be glad to assist you.

Directions to Our Meetings: From I-75---Take Bruce B. Downs exit from I-75; go west 2 miles to traffic light, turn left onto Tampa
Palms Blvd., then left on Compton Drive, and right at Compton Park. From I-275---Take Bearss East to Bruce. B. Downs; then
Bruce B. Downs east/north to Tampa Palms Blvd. Rt. on Tampa Palms, then left on Compton Drive and right at Compton Park

IT’S TIME TO PAY YOUR DUES—USE FORM ON WEBSITE OR PG 9
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DECEMBER 2010 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Members,

Welcome to December and our traditional TBFFC
events. Look on page 3 for a description of our “Play
Hooky” outing and the Don Coleman event at Fort Desoto
Park, then sign up for them at the meeting.

Many thanks to Brad Lowman for his presentation on
freshwater bass fishing, and for participating in our Bull
Session fly tying.

Thanks also to Lloyd Bull, “Smitty” Smith, Jeff
Janecek, Walt Durkin, Robert Fischer, and anybody I
forgot to mention for helping to make the Bull Session
successful once again.

Those who were otherwise occupied and missed the Big
Gun Shootout on November 21, passed up a great
opportunity. Nine teams of three duked it out for the
trophies, but more importantly for the camaraderie and
chance to test their own prowess with the long rod.
Thanks to Walt Durkin for heading up the event, and for
all those who helped to judge, set up the course, bring
food, or assist in any way. A complete tally of the shootout
is given on page 8.

Tight lines--Dick
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
Interim Presidents (shared) Durkin, Miekka, Sperling

Vice President Walt Durkin 813-476-7128
Treasurer Rick Valeri 813-681-9143
Directors: Nick Angelo 813-230-8473

Denise Bruner 813-989-2909
Bryon Chamberlin 813-361-8801
Pat Damico 727-360-6466
Robert Fischer 813-962-0185
Bob Gaulin 813-782-8605
Ted Hagaman 813-920-7863
Jeff Janecek 352-588-3866
Dick Miekka 727-866-8682
John Nelson 813-805-0202

Rick O’Hara 813-238-6763
Neil Sperling 813-655-5627
Alligator Bob Young 813-986-3008

The next meeting of the TBFFC Board of Directors will be at 6:00
P.M. on Wednesday, December 8 at Hao Wah Chinese
Restaurant located at 1713 S. Dale Mabry Highway.

NOT GETTING THE NEWSLETTER? Please call
Dick Miekka, Editor, at 727-866-8682 or e-mail to
dmiekka@cs.com
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TBFFC EVENTS

2010 TBFFC MEETING DATES
Here are the meeting dates for the rest of 2010 and
2011; December 1, January 5, February 2, March 2,
April 6, May 4, June 1, July 6, August 3, September
7, October 5, November 2, December 7 Please
watch this space for any changes.

PLAY HOOKY FOR THE HOLIDAYS
When: Friday, December 10, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Where: Cockroach Bay
This year we will play hooky at Cockroach Bay. This
has become a favorite outing for many of our
members. Take a day off, leave the holiday stress
behind and join us for a day of semi-relaxed fishing
for sea trout, redfish, and whatever else is in those
fine waters. Lunch will be served, along with good
fellowship and tall tails.
Sign up at the December club meeting

DON COLEMAN INVITATIONAL OUTING
WHAT: 4th annual outing sponsored by the Suncoast
Flyfishers, with TBFFC and Mangrove Flyfishers
invited to attend.
WHEN: December 18, 2010
WHERE: Fort Desoto Park
MEET AT: Boat ramp to pick up a partner, or just
start fishing wherever and whenever you wish.
LUNCH and CHILI COOKOFF: Noon at the
Arrowhead Picnic area. Better plan to get there a
little early—the food ran out just before noon last
year. This is developing into a chili cooking contest.
The TBFFC official chili entry will be by Ted
Hagaman (remember his great chili at the Don
Hanson?). Feel free to bring appetizers, baked
goods or desserts to put on the buffet table.
There will be plenty of hot coffee and cold drinks. If it
rains, lunch will be at shelter #10 in the North Beach
Picnic Area

WINTER EVENTS TO BE SCHEDULED
1. Club Outing at Simmons Park
2. Shad Outing – January or February 2011
3. The TBFFC annual banquet and silent auction

O’HARA EVERGLADES CABIN FOR
RENT

Fee is $85 per night + one-time $35 cleaning
fee. Contact Rick O'Hara at 727-410-0459 or
flyguy47@verizon.net.

SUNCOAST FLY FISHERS
www.suncoastflyfishers.com

Regular Meetings: 6:30pm on the Third Thursday of
each month, except December, at Walter Fuller
Recreation Center, 7883 26th Ave. N., St. Pete.

MANGROVE COAST FLY FISHERS
www.mangrovecoastflyfishers.com

NOTE: Newer Location for MCFF Club meetings -
Twin Lakes Park. The entrance to Twin Lakes Park
in Sarasota is located on Clark Road, just 1/2 mile
east of I-75, on the south (right) side of the road.
Contact website above for details and directions.
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TIPS FOR TBFFC – No. 30

Casting Tip for TBFFC: 13

When casting, why do I sometime hear a “crack” when starting my forward
cast?

This is a common casting fault that can be accompanied by frayed leaders
or flies that lose most of their dressing. If you begin the forward cast too
early and too fast this will happen. The forward part of the cast should begin
as the line is almost completely unrolled, this does not include the leader.
It should look like a candy cane. Begin all casts slowly increasing speed to a
final stop. As with other casting problems, slow everything down, always
trying to make a technically acceptable cast.

Pat Damico, MCI

Some Useful Internet Sites for Fly Fishers

1. catchmagazine.net. This fly fishing on-line magazine has some good
articles and pictures, and you can call up articles from their previous
issues.

2. upstreammagazineonline.com. Another pretty good online
magazine for fly fishers. Also calls itself Ten & Two Magazine.

3. myfwc.com Fishing Regulations and much more

4. fffflorida.org. Florida Council of FFF.

5. hffa.net/?cat=9. Flies of the month by the Housatonic Fly
Fishermen’s Assn.

6. captmel.com/tides.htm. Tides at your favorite locations

7. floridasportfishing.com/magazine Not fly fishing, but useful

8. Nearby clubs you can visit: Tcflyfishers.com (Tri-county fly fishers);
fcff.org. (First coast fly fishers); suncoastflyfishers.com (St
Petersburg club); mangrovecoastflyfishers.com. (Sarasota club).

9. Cantafly.com Especially useful if you are planning a trip to New
Zealand:

10. And best of all: TBFFC.org
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Member Photos, December 2010

David Mullins got this nice slot Trout fishing the start of the incoming tide off of Cypress Beach in Tampa. The fly was a
white and pink toad, fished on the edge of the drop-off with a 7wt intermediate sinking line. Dave couldn’t get in the photo
because he was fishing alone.

Jeff Janecek (above left) takes time from his responsibilities as Program Lead for Project Healing Waters to be a guest
tier at Florida FFF Conclave, Oct. 22-23, in Orlando. He is shown tying one of his very productive fresh water poppers.

Rick O’Hara, (above right) another of the now-famous masked men, caught this beautiful Redfish while kayak fishing
recently with Neil Taylor, our September guest speaker. The redfish took a Copper Liz and then took Rick for a Nantucket
sleigh ride!


