
The Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club
www.tbffc.org

Next Meeting: Wednesday, August 03, 2011, 5:30 p.m.

Invited Speakers
Walt Durkin and Frank Rhodes

Walt and Frank will talk about their self-guided bonefishing trip to
Acklins Island in the Bahamas. We have had numerous talks about
bonefishing in the Bahamas, but not about do-it-yourself trips.
There are numerous advantages to this approach, but it pays to
have some experience with the area, and knowledge about what to
bring for a successful trip. Our intrepid adventurers will fill us in
on the dos and don’ts of planning and executing (or enduring) such a
trip. Given that Frank Rhodes will be one of the speakers, we can
be assured that the trip will include harrowing experiences. Come
and relive the adventure!

Featured Fly Tyers
Walt Durkin and Frank Rhodes-- and You

Walt and Frank will, of course, show some of the flies that made them so famous among
the natives of Acklins Island, as well as some that actually caught fish. If time permits, they
may also explain how best to cast and retrieve the flies to entice the largest bonefish into
attacking the little offerings.

Directions to Our Meetings: From I-75---Take Bruce B. Downs exit from I-75; go west 2 miles to traffic light, turn left onto Tampa
Palms Blvd., then left on Compton Drive, and right at Compton Park. From I-275---Take Bearss East to Bruce. B. Downs; then
Bruce B. Downs east/north to Tampa Palms Blvd. Rt. on Tampa Palms, then left on Compton Drive and right at Compton Park

ACKLINS
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AUGUST 2011 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hello again fellow flyfishers,
Welcome to August and the dog days of

summer. The local flats remain near their maximum
summer temperature of around 90 degrees. If you
can’t access deeper water, a good alternative is to
head for some fresh water lakes or rivers. Many of
these are spring fed with water in the 70’s. A good
example should be Lake Calm, where we are having
our club outing at John Millns’ camp on July 30. If
you get this on time and want to attend but didn’t
sign up, email me at dmiekka@cs.com and we’ll try
to fit you in.

Thanks to John Millns for again making his
waterfront property available for one of our favorite
club outings.

Thanks to Robert Fisher, Alligator Bob, and
Bob Gaulin for preparing the hot food at our July
fish fry. We should also applaud the members who
brought delicious side dishes and desserts to round
out the great feast.

Thanks also to Smitty for demonstrating how
to tie some secret (until now) fish catching machines.
See page 8 to get tying instructions for one of the
best.

Tight lines, Dick
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
Interim Presidents (shared) Durkin, Miekka, Sperling

Vice President Walt Durkin 813-476-7128
Treasurer Rick Valeri 813-681-9143
Directors: Nick Angelo 813-230-8473

Denise Bruner 813-989-2909
Bryon Chamberlin 813-361-8801
Pat Damico 727-360-6466
Robert Fischer 813-962-0185
Bob Gaulin 813-782-8605
Ted Hagaman 813-920-7863
Jeff Janecek 352-588-3866
Dick Miekka 727-866-8682
John Nelson 813-805-0202

Rick O’Hara 813-238-6763
Neil Sperling 813-655-5627
Alligator Bob Young 813-986-3008

The next meeting of the TBFFC Board of Directors will be at 6:00
P.M. on Wednesday, August 10 at Bailey’s on Davis Island.

NOT GETTING THE NEWSLETTER? Please call
Dick Miekka, Editor, at 727-866-8682 or e-mail to
dmiekka@cs.com
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TBFFC EVENTS

2010 TBFFC MEETING DATES

Here are the meeting dates for 2011; August 3,
September 7, October 5, November 2, December 7
Please watch this space for any changes.

LLOYD BULL WANTS YOUR HOURS
Lloyd called recently to say that he will be undergoing
treatment for an entrenched melanoma skin cancer. He
expects a favorable outcome, but would like to have you
donate some fishing hours to him. Why?

Time Spent Fishing Won't Be Taken Off Your Life
Span

This ancient saying makes a lot of sense. Today's world is
full of stress and turmoil. The tranquility of fishing, being
one with nature, and the satisfaction of the strike and
subsequent struggle with a wily adversary are true
pleasures that most assuredly will extend ones lifetime.

CHASSAHOWITZKA OUTING IN SEPTEMBER
When: Saturday, September 17
Where: A suitable launch point on the Chassahowitzka
River—exact location to be determined.
How to get there: Maps will be available at our
September meeting.
Chassahowitzka is a section of Crystal River in Citrus
County. It is possible to drive to the river, fish, and return
home on the same day. However, most attendees may
wish to stay overnight in order to get an early start on the
river. There are several places to stay, including
Chasshowitzka River Campground, Chasshowitzka River
Lodge, Chasshowitzka Hotel, and Miss Maggie’s House,
which may be rented for $200 and can sleep 6
comfortably or 8 max. If you expect to attend and stay
overnight, please think about what appeals most to you
and be prepared to vote for your first choice at the August
meeting. All prices are reasonable.

FUTURE CLUB OUTINGS AND EVENTS
1. Carl Hanson freshwater outing, October 22
2. Big gun Shootout. November 6 or 20
3. Don Coleman Memorial (joint outing) Dec. 17

O’HARA EVERGLADES CABIN FOR RENT
Fee is $85 per night + one-time $35 cleaning
fee. Contact Rick O'Hara at 727-410-0459 or
flyguy47@verizon.net.

BOAT GAS TANK FOR SALE

12 gallon auxiliary gas tank - used
2 days - NEW CONDITION !
Dimensions: 14W x 14T x 23L. Cost

new $115.00
Posted on Craigs list:
https://post.craigslist.org/manage/2492753323/43
hdy
John Hand

SUNCOAST FLY FISHERS
www.suncoastflyfishers.com

Regular Meetings: 6:30pm on the Third Thursday of
each month, except December, at Walter Fuller
Recreation Center, 7883 26th Ave. N., St. Pete.

MANGROVE COAST FLY FISHERS
www.mangrovecoastflyfishers.com

NOTE: Newer Location for MCFF Club meetings -
Twin Lakes Park. The entrance to Twin Lakes Park
in Sarasota is located on Clark Road, just 1/2 mile
east of I-75, on the south (right) side of the road.
Contact website above for details and directions.
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TIPS FOR TBFFC – No. 38

Casting Tip for TBFFC: 21

How many fish have you caught while false casting, moving the rod back
and forth before delivering the fly to a target?

The more time a fly is in the water, where the fish are, certainly increases
your opportunity for success. Have you ever noticed the best fly
fishers/casters false cast very little? When fishing in situations where long
casts are needed and a lot of water is covered, like drifting the flats,
working a shoreline, sight casting to spooky fish, casting again when a fish
is missed or the cast is off target do not strip line in almost to the leader. If
most forward tapered lines have at least a 30 foot head, including a 10 foot
leader means that the caster must carry sufficient line to load the rod
properly. Retrieving less line before the next cast and starting the back cast
without slack will allow you to shoot sufficient line to eliminate false casting
and improve your catching success.

Pat Damico, MCI

Droppers for Saltwater

Droppers are short extensions to leaders that permit fishing two or more
flies at the same time. This is useful in salt as well as fresh water fishing.
My favorite setup is tying on a large popper or gurgler and adding an 18”
piece of 10# mono to the bend of the hook. Tie a small clouser, bendback
or shrimp fly to that. As you pop the surface fly, the bendback will jump up
and then fall back.

Another dropper arrangement is to use two flies of the same type and
weight to create a small school of bait. This will often trigger a strike in a
fish that is slow to make up his mind. A good way to make this dropper is to
add a 24” piece of 10# mono to your main leader. Use a blood knot and
leave a long “tag” end in the knot. Cut this tag end to about 6” long and add
a deceiver or bendback. Add another deceiver or bendback on the 18”
leader. This will give you two flies going through the water about 12” apart.
They will tangle during casting so just be patient. Try opening up your loop.

Robert Fischer


