
The Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club
www.tbffc.org

Next Meeting: Wednesday, December 07, 2011, 5:30 p.m.

Fly Tying, Holiday Social and Skills Workshop
Tie-A-Thon In addition to the great food and fellowship, we will have four of our popular tiers sharing their best fly
patterns with you. Each tier will bring enough material so that you can Tie-a-long with them. Standing in the back with
your hands in your pockets is not the way to learn to tie flies. Bring your tying tools, vise, thread and scissors and make a
productive fly that you can take home and duplicate. Some vises, etc. may be available at the meeting. Each of our tiers
promised me they will not give out any flies! This is a do it yourself project. The patterns will all be simple ones for even
beginners to create.

Layne (Smitty) Smith: Cook’s Critter (this month’s featured pattern), and Redfish Fodder
Greg Peterson: Black Mangrove Crab, and another new crab pattern
Jeff Janecek: Gurgler and spider, his killer flies that win every freshwater event
Robert Fischer: To be announced

Grab Bag Swap (New) Bring a mystery item wrapped up or in a bag. Each participant will draw an item from the
assembled collection (except you can’t choose your own contribution), show it to the group, and enjoy your good fortune,
or just have a good laugh. Nothing valuable, but funny, useful, or unexpected items will be enjoyed.

Food and Fun Do not eat before the meeting—Pizza and Soft Drinks will be provided, and a
favorite appetizer or dessert would be appreciated. Engage in friendly conversation, improve your skills and meet
more of your fellow members!

Slides and Photos Bring any pictures that would be of interest to the club. We’ll have a projector for your
computer files. This is a popular event. If you have 5-10 minutes worth of fishing or travel pictures, please bring them on
your computer or a disk/memory module and share them with the membership.
Fly Fishing Flea Market Bring all of those fishing items that you no longer use to the meeting. We will set up an
area for those interested buyers, sellers, and traders to get together. Bring rods, reels, fly tying materials, anything but old
bait!

Bonus! Drawing for Half Day of Fishing With Capt John Hand All TBFFC members present will
participate. No Fee to enter! Good Luck!

Directions to Our Meetings: From I-75---Take Bruce B. Downs exit from I-75; go west 2 miles to traffic light, turn left onto Tampa
Palms Blvd., then left on Compton Drive, and right at Compton Park. From I-275---Take Bearss East to Bruce. B. Downs; then
Bruce B. Downs east/north to Tampa Palms Blvd. Rt. on Tampa Palms, then left on Compton Drive and right at Compton Park

IT’S TIME TO PAY YOUR DUES—USE FORM ON WEBSITE OR PG 9
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DECEMBER 2011 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Season Greetings to all TBFFC members,
The Holiday season is in full swing, and we are

still digesting and sharing the leftovers from Thanksgiving.
Our December meeting will carry on the tradition

that we established when TBFFC was a fledgling
organization. Bring a favorite casserole or dessert to the
meeting to share, or just bring yourself. Don’t fail to join in
the traditional fun, be it participating in our tie-a-thon (bring
your vise), showing some favorite slides or videos, selling
off or swapping some of your extra stuff at our flea market.
Also this year we will have a grab bag swap. If you bring a
mystery item to our special table, you can trade it for the
mystery item that somebody else brought, probably via a
raffle type drawing.

Special thanks to Nick Colantonio whose talk got
us all ready to make a trip to Ireland, and to Smitty for
teaching us how to tie the Cook’s Critter fly (see
instructions on page 8 below).

Our Big Gun Shootout was held at Picnic Island
Park on Sunday, November 20. It was one of our most
successful shootouts, with participants from around the
State. Congratulations to the winners, and thanks to
everybody that helped out, and especially to Walt Durkin
who once again organized the event and obtained the
food as well as the trophies. A complete listing of the
results is given on page 7. You will note that we even had
a new winner in the long cast competition!

See you at the meeting,
Tight Lines, Dick Miekka
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
Interim Presidents (shared) Durkin, Miekka, Sperling

Vice President Walt Durkin 813-476-7128
Treasurer Rick Valeri 813-681-9143
Directors: Nick Angelo 813-230-8473

Denise Bruner 813-989-2909
Bryon Chamberlin 813-361-8801
Pat Damico 727-360-6466
Robert Fischer 813-962-0185
Bob Gaulin 813-782-8605
Ted Hagaman 813-920-7863
Jeff Janecek 352-588-3866
Dick Miekka 727-866-8682
John Nelson 813-805-0202

Rick O’Hara 813-238-6763
Neil Sperling 813-655-5627
Alligator Bob Young 813-986-3008

The next meeting of the TBFFC Board of Directors will be at 6:00
P.M. on Wednesday, December 14 at the Rusty Pelican
Restaurant

NOT GETTING THE NEWSLETTER? Please call
Dick Miekka, Editor, at 727-866-8682 or e-mail to
dmiekka@cs.com
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TBFFC EVENTS
2010 TBFFC MEETING DATES

Here are the meeting dates for 2011; November 2,
December 7 Please watch this space for any
changes.

PLAY HOOKY FOR THE HOLIDAYS
When: Friday, December 9, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Where: Cockroach Bay
This year we will again play hooky at Cockroach Bay. This
has become a favorite outing for many of our members.
Take a day off, leave the holiday stress behind and join us
for a day of semi-relaxed fishing for sea trout, redfish, and
whatever else is in those fine waters. Lunch will be
served, along with good fellowship and tall tails.
Sign up at the club meeting

DON COLEMAN INVITATIONAL OUTING

WHAT: 5th annual outing sponsored by the Suncoast
Flyfishers, with TBFFC and Mangrove Flyfishers
invited to attend.
WHEN: December 17, 2011
WHERE: Fort Desoto Park
MEET AT: Boat ramp, 7:30 AM, to pick up a partner,
or just start fishing wherever and whenever you wish.
LUNCH and CHILI COOKOFF: Noon at the
Arrowhead Picnic area. Better plan to get there a
little early—the food ran out in 2009. This is
developing into a chili cooking contest. The TBFFC
official chili entry will again be by Ted Hagaman
Feel free to bring appetizers, baked goods or
desserts to put on the buffet table. There will be
plenty of hot coffee and cold drinks. If it rains, lunch
will be at shelter #10 in the North Beach Picnic Area

FLY DIVISION @ 2012 CAPT MEL CLASSIC

The tournament date is March 10, 2012. We would
love to have your fly fishing friends involved with the
event. As it was with the inaugural tournament, It
will benefit charity. It was a great event, especially
for those who have never been in a competition
before. It is all amateur for a level playing field. 157
people participated last year, a number we expect to
rise substantially for this next event.

FLATS BOAT FOR SALE
Jeff Abeles is selling his flats boat. It has not been
used in 3 or 4 years and needs some TLC. Here are

the specs: Key West hull with a 70hp Mercury
engine. The boat has a trolling motor. It needs
batteries and I’m sure the engine needs a tuneup.
Trailer included. $1000 as is.

Day 813-9610097 home 813-9204653

FUTURE CLUB OUTINGS AND EVENTS
1. Annual Shad outing on St. John River - 2012

SUNCOAST FLY FISHERS
www.suncoastflyfishers.com

Regular Meetings: 6:30pm on the Third Thursday of
each month, except December, at Walter Fuller
Recreation Center, 7883 26th Ave. N., St. Pete.

MANGROVE COAST FLY FISHERS
www.mangrovecoastflyfishers.com

NOTE: Newer Location for MCFF Club meetings -
Twin Lakes Park. The entrance to Twin Lakes Park
in Sarasota is located on Clark Road, just 1/2 mile
east of I-75, on the south (right) side of the road.
Contact website above for details and directions.



4

TIPS FOR TBFFC – No. 42

Casting Tip for TBFFC: 25

Should I cast vertically or move my rod to a more horizontal position? At a
recent casting clinic I asked if anyone experienced pain or discomfort while
casting? The participant closest to me stepped forward and I had him stand
and hold his rod where he usually begins a forward cast, which was almost
vertical. Holding the rod from behind I asked him to start his cast. Against
my resistance he experienced some pain. As he moved the rod more
horizontally, I repeated the resistance and the pain dissipated. Clearly his
best casting position was away from vertical. If experiencing pain while
casting avoid the same casting position. When casting with a friend, try this
simple exercise.

Pat Damico, MCI

Marinated Carrots – Recipe from Jill Oldenski (As
prepared by Smitty and consumed at the Carl Hanson Outing)

2 lbs. carrots
1 onion, sliced
1 green pepper, cut in strips (can add mixture of red, and yellow for color)
1 can of tomato soup
¾ cup sugar
1/3 cup salad oil
¾ cup cider vinegar
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. pepper
½ tsp. dry mustard

Wash and peel carrots. Slice like coins (or any way you like). Boil until just
tender (test with a fork... takes about 25 minutes). Drain and mix in bowl
with onion and green pepper.

SAUCE: Combine soup, sugar, vinegar, oil, salt, mustard, and pepper in a
sauce pan. Bring to boil, stir well. Pour hot sauce over vegetables. Cool,
then cover and chill overnight (4 hours or so also works, but it gets better
with age).

Layne “Smitty” Smith
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Member Photos December 2011

The Snook are Back!
Bryon Chamberlin hefts a 27 inch
snook caught on a Leigh West Green
& Gold while wade fishing in Tampa
Bay during November.

Inset is a photo of Bryon with a 24
inch brown trout caught out of the
Little Red River in Arkansas while
fishing big streamers at night with
Chuck Farneth.

Robert Fischer and Leigh West caught these permit on a recent trip. Looks as if Leigh won the big fish contest!

John Cornacchia sent these
photos of Nick Colantonio
(left) and himself with Redfish
caught while guided by John
Kumiski in Mosquito Lagoon
on Nov 7.


