
TBFFC-09-2017 

Next meeting 6 September 17 
0600 PM to 0900 PM 

Dr. Mike Perez 
Please join us for a talk by retired Naval Surgeon Mike Perez.  Mike will present fishermen 
first aid, both at home and for travel.  Mike is a Navy veteran and long time member of our 
club.  He has actively supported Project Healing Waters with fly tying and outings.  Mike 
will have many good tips on how to stay safe on the water and what to do in an 
emergency.  
 

Tyer: Capt. Steve Parker 
Steve is a local businessman and world traveler.  He recently published a how-to book on 
business that was picked up as a college text.  An experienced and avid fly fisherman, 
Steve will tie his famous Carnival Clouser.  He has caught numerous species of game fish 
on this versatile and effective fly pattern.  Come and learn how to tie a great fly from one 
of the best.  



Directions to Our Meetings (6:00pm):  From I-75---Take Bruce B. Downs exit from I-75; go west 2 miles to 
traffic light, turn left on to Tampa Palms Blvd., then left on Compton Drive, and right at Compton Park.  From I-
275---Take Bearss East to Bruce. B. Downs; then Bruce B. Downs east/north to Tampa Palms Blvd. Rt. on Tampa 
Palms, then left on Compton Drive and right at Compton Park. 

Sepember President’s message 
 
Welcome to September and hopefully the end of a 
hot summer.  Check out our fishing report for the 
latest spots and techniques.    
 
Thanks to Capt Mike Lockleer for talking to the club 
and sharing stories of his adventures on the water.  
His demonstration on pulling on tarpon was quite 
informative I hear.  
 
Thanks to Dale Garcia for tying last month.  Dale is a 
good friend of the club and an expert tyer.   His 
bonefish fly should also work well on reds this winter. 
 
Mark your calendars for the FFI Expo at Plantation, 
Crystal River, 9-10 February. 
 
// Walt Durkin  

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
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Secretary:  Dick Miekka                      727-866-8682 
Directors 
Patty Anderson                    813-960-8523 
Denise Bruner                    813-989-2909 
Bryon Chamberlin                    813-361-8801 
Pat Damico                     727-504-8649 
Robert Fischer                    813-962-0185 
Bruce Anderson                                    813-960-8523 
Rick O’Hara                     813-238-6763 

EVENTS 
 

• Oct 7-8:  Florida Sportsman Expo 
• Nov 5:  Big Gun at Picnic Island 
• Dec 8:  Play hooky at the hatchery 

 

 
 



TBFFC NEWS & NOTES 

FFI Florida Council Expo Update. The Fly 
Fisherman International  (FFI) is exclusively 
dedicated to fly fishing.  The FFI and the 
Florida Council work to promote our sport 
through conservation and education. Our 
club is an affiliate member of the Florida 
Council and I encourage you to consider 
joining the FFI. Please check out their web 
site at http://www.ffi-florida.org/.   Senior 
membership is $25 a year.  Meanwhile, the 
date for the next Expo is 9-10 February 18 at 
Plantation in Crystal River.  That is a 
Friday/Saturday and the Expo will have 
exhibits, classes and numerous vendors.   It 
makes a nice day trip or spend the night and 
attend the banquet. Plantation is a beautiful 
50-year-old, 232 acre eco-friendly resort 
offering comfortable accommodations, a full 
service spa, and is surrounded by the natural 
springs of Kings Bay.  Special room price for 
FFI attendees. We will have more info at the 
next meeting.  

Chattooga River Outing .  We will travel to S. 
Carolina 12 -16 Nov for our annual trout 
fishing trip.  We stay in log cabins at the 
Oconee State Park.  This is a wild and scenic 
river with good numbers of rainbow, brown 
and brook trout.  Please let us know if you 
would like attend.  
 
Florida Sportsman Expo:  We will share a 
table and the casting pond with the Suncoast 
Fly Fishing Club again this year.  Show dates 
are Oct 7 and 8 at the Tampa Fair Grounds.  
We are seeking volunteers to work a few 
hours on both days to sit at our table, answer 
questions and demonstrate fly casting.  We 
will have a sign up sheet at our September 
meeting so mark your calendars.  You can also 
get in free with us to enjoy the show as a 
bonus.  See their website for details:  
http://www.floridasportsman.com/2015/02/0
1/fall-shows/. 
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Tips for TBFFC 
Capt. Pat Damico.  The fish in this river will only take a dry fly if you are positioned above them! When 
fishing for selective fresh water trout, this is a comment I frequently hear from fly fishers. The reason is that 
if directly above a fish facing you, the fly will be the first thing he sees as it drifts into his feeding 
zone. Heavily fished trout streams and rivers with stream bred larger fish that refuse floating offerings fall 
into this category, especially when in smooth water. Is this true? Yes, even when using the right fly if the 
presentation is flawed by casting over fish from below, lining them, having the fly land unnaturally, putting it 
in the wrong position, but mostly not being able to control, "drag." If your fly is floating differently than 
other small objects, like bubbles or small leaves, faster, slower or sideways, it will be refused. You must learn 
different slack line casts such as a reach cast, curve cast, pile cast, putting controlled large and small waves in 
your cast at the proper location, etc. Our casting clinics deal with this and is another reason that you should 
take advantage of this club membership benefit.   
 

  
Random Thoughts from the Tying Bench 

By C.W. “Don” Coleman 

• Many anglers have fished for years and believe they have years of experience, but all they 
have is the first year’s experience repeated over and over.” – Harvey 

• Many casters could improve their casting by slowing down the casting stroke before the final 
speed-up-and-stop, and pausing longer before the forward cast.  

• You don’t need 100% knots in 20 pound leaders when the maximum load you can put on the 
leader with a 12 wt. rod is about 12 pounds 

• A windshield wiper motion on a side arm delivery stroke will result in the line and leader 
landing in a curve. 



Dale Garcia’s Double Secret Probation 
 

Materials 
Body - Hareline Dubbin Dyed Pearl 
Diamond Braid - Root Beer color 
Hook - Mustad 34007 - #6 
Legs - Sililegs Perfectly Barred - Brown 
Eyes - Gold bead chain, small 

Tying Sequence: 
Attach eyes about 1/4 from the hook eye. 
Double over 4 legs and tie them in behind the eyes, wrapping the thread to a point just before 
the hook bend. 
Attach the braid where you stopped tying the legs and wrap it forward to the hook eye, “X”ing it 
over the eyes. 
Take it out and catch bonefish. 

 



TBFFC club member Dr. Jeff Rasband 
guided Leigh West to this nice red, 
which was cruising for food with its 
back out of the water along a 
mangrove shoreline. They also threw at 
a bunch of snook and other reds but 
they were pretty tough, especially 
under cloudy conditions. 

Capt. Bryon fished with his friend 
Capt. Carl Ball in Biscayne Bay 
during the eclipse and caught 
this nice big bonefish.  



Brit club member Andy reports:  Had a very 
successful day at Latimer today. Caught several 
rainbows plus these two browns. One weighed 
about two pounds, the other was a male 
possibly getting on for three pounds.  All the 
brown trout at Latimer are wild as none are 
stocked.  
 
The flies I used today were a booby nymph and 
a minky pictured to the left. 
 
P.S.  The booby fly is quite interesting.  Fished 
on a weighted line with a short leader, it crawls 
along the bottom when retrieved, then rises 
and wiggles when you pause. Deadly!   

 



Andy Constantinou sent pictures of 
fish two friends caught:  a trout 
Harley caught dock light fishing in 
Apollo Beach; and John with a night 
snook.   
 
Andy also got the nice carp pond 
fishing in England this summer.  
Florida also has good carp fishing.  



Capt Rick Grassett hosting his annual Montana trip above; and, tarpon and little tunny action in Sarasota 



 

Andy Constantinou’s buddy John wrote this article for the Rutland Water Fly Fishers magazine "The Big Puddle“ 

Tampa, Florida - also known as “Cigar City” because of it’s popular Ybor cigars, also home to the Superbowl winners, the 
Buccaneers, hop off point for Busch Gardens and Disneyland and – oh yes, Megalops Atlanticus otherwise known as Tarpon. 

Sitting on the Gulf coast of the United State’s fourth largest state by population, Florida (aka the “Sunshine State”), is an angler’s 
paradise with a wealth of species to pursue both offshore and inshore with bass, and tarpon perhaps the most well known. 

Having been a regular visitor to Florida with my family over the years, I was recently able to take advantage of a kind offer to stay 
with a close friend (and excellent fly fisherman) who resides for the best part of 9 months each year in the Tampa Bay area, with 
tarpon our main target. 

My travelling companion and good friend Harley Smith also made up the party at the end of April this year, who has caught several 
of the species up to 180 pounds from the Florida Keys area in previous years using bait and powerful rods and multiplier reels, 
whilst our pursuit of this enigmatic species was going to be exclusively using a 12 weight fly rod and Orvis large arbour reel with an 
incredibly strong disc drag (more about that later). 

According to our young (but very experienced) guide whom we booked for three nights, the resident tarpon which we were 
seeking, as opposed to the migratory Gulf tarpon which are a later arrival to the bay area, feed mainly at night using the shadows 
cast by the highway across the bay to make surprise attacks on their prey. 

With just one night and day to overcome any jetlag caused by the five hour time difference, we set off in the evening of our first 
full day, meeting our guide at one of many launch points around the bay before setting off in his powerful skiff in the increasing 
darkness across the bay to our first port of call, namely bayside boat docks attached to the many large, impressive and no doubt 
hugely expensive properties dotted around the shoreline. 

Whilst waiting for the optimum tide, we delayed our tarpon quest for an hour or two in pursuit of snook which inhabit the 
illuminated boat docks, swimming very close to the wooden structures, requiring some precision casting to present a bait pattern 
to (we all at one time or another managed to miscast, ending up hooking the structure; sometimes with the fly coming loose and 
other times not). 

I have to say that fishing so close to these mega properties, it did feel like fishing in someone’s backyard, rather akin to poaching 
but it was perfectly legitimate and judging by the number of other boats around the bay, a commonplace activity. 

Having successfully hooked your snook, it was essential to clamp down hard on the fish, otherwise it will bolt swiftly into the 
wooden piles with an almost certain loss of both the fish and the fly. Once clear of the structure, they fight very hard but can be 
quickly subdued on a 7/8 weight rod and line before being released to fight another day. Apparently, they do make good eating but 
we were happy to practice catch and release, going from one boat dock to another after landing and/or losing a fish, causing the 
small numbers of other fish present to disappear. 

Back to the tarpon at around midnight, we found ourselves in the shadows under the highway bridge spanning the bay with only 
the pale light of the overhead lighting and no more than 9 feet or so clearance above our heads, the skiff being held in position 
using the electric trolling motor, as we search from bridge pier to bridge pier after our quarry. 
 



Sadly, on the first night despite seemingly excellent conditions, we failed to find a single tarpon and with Harley unexpectedly 
suffering from an increasingly painful toothache, we cut our night short at around 2 am for the hour’s drive back to our host’s canal 
side villa and a very welcome bed. 

The next morning, with Harley spending an almost sleepless and painful night, we are fortunate to find a local dentist who was able 
to see him almost immediately, prescribing antibiotics to subdue the pain and prevent any further infection. 

Later that day and with a combination of lack of sleep and a still painful jaw, Harley decided not to join Andy and I for our second 
attempt at tarpon, so with hopes high and again good conditions, we set off for another short spell initially after snook, returning to 
the gloom of the highway bridge where our eagle eyed young captain summons up all his experience and skill to spot the tarpon 
moving along the shadows in search of prey.  

Anyone used to the average 5 or 6 weight reservoir rod and reel will immediately find the heavy 12 weight rod and line something of 
a “beast” and whilst only short casting is necessary once a fish is spotted, in the almost total darkness, it can be virtually impossible 
to judge just how much line you have out in order to load the rod and execute an instant, targeted cast once the guide has spotted a 
potential quarry. 

I don’t mind admitting, a combination of remembering not to cast overhead for fear of smashing the rod against the underside of the 
highway bridge and calculating how much line is outside the rod tip to cast to a fish which you can’t see, all in the Stygian darkness is 
about as far removed from casting a size 16 dry fly to a rising fish on Rutland as you can get! 

When it happened, I don’t know who was more surprised - the fish or me, but suddenly I was attached to a more powerful fish than I 
have ever encountered in my life, which made off into the open water of the bay, taking line against the tightly set drag with 
consummate ease.  

The guide meanwhile, has moved the skiff out from under the bridge, so that I am able to stand at the prow with the rod upright (for 
a change), but despite the heavily set drag, I find myself almost incapable of slowing the leviathan at the end of my fly line, which is 
now so far away with only the backing showing. 

It is impossible to judge in the darkness before the dawn, but I instinctively feel that at least eighty or even a hundred yards of line 
must be outside the rod tip, when the fish to decides to leap full length out of the water, shaking it’s head furiously in order to 
dislodge the hook. It is the first time we get to see the fish, albeit in the distance and the relative darkness, which the guide 
estimated at between 80 and 100 pounds (he tells me later). 

Sadly, but not unexpectedly the line eventually goes slack and I realize the fish has gone, but having caught smaller “baby” tarpon on 
previous bonefish trips, I am only too aware that, due their very bony underslung mouths, tarpon are notoriously difficult to hold 
onto and success is often measured anywhere between 1 in 5 to 1 in ten landed to fish hooked (or jumped, as it is known). 

Because I am aware of this statistic, my disappointment is somewhat tempered at the loss of the fish, as to have connected with 
something so big and powerful in the relative darkness was an experience that can only be described as “awesome”. 
 



Kingfish Medallions 

Cut four medallions from the skin and bone of the kingfish steak.  Bread medallions 
with Vigo Bread crumbs and brown in a skillet in 1/8 inch olive oil.  Remove fish from 
pan and set aside on a plate. 

 

To the skillet add:  ½ jar of sliced mushrooms, ½ jar of capers with juice, 3-4 ounces 
of white wine.  Add a few pinches of bread crumbs to thicken as mixtures cooks 
down.  Just before you add the fish to the pan, add the juice of one lemon to the 
mixture and cook for only one minute. 

 

Add fish to the mixture and spoon the sauce over the fish and sprinkle with 
parmesan cheese; cook only long enough to heat fish.   

 

This is great served with pan seared fresh asparagus with soy sauce and nuts.  

 



Fishing Report and Forecast 
“What a great time to go fishing!” 

  Capt Pat Damico provides this report from his Captain’s Corner:  Tarpon get most of the attention when it comes to 
exciting fly action for large fish in our area. Early in the year, as waters warmed and baitfish became more prolific, tarpon 
followed their forage and populated our waters. Following them were fish that consider tarpon their favorite food: sharks. 
Waiting for a tarpon to take a fly can make for a long day. How often have you seen sharks patrolling your hot spot? If you 
cast to them with a tarpon setup and got a hookup, a frayed leader was usually your reward. Ideally, have a second rod 
rigged to save time and not ruin your tarpon chances. A 10-weight fly rod, 200 yards of 30-pound backing and a leader 
with a 4-foot, 60-pound butt section, 20-pound class tippet and a 1-foot wire bite tippet will attach to the fly. Use a Bimini 
twist to double the section next to the 40-pound single-strand wire. Attach the wire to the double-strand leader with an 
Albright knot. The bright orange or red fly size 3/0 will need a haywire twist to connect to the wire leader. Cast ahead of 
the shark. Work the fly with a slow, teasing erratic motion. A hookup will need several serious strip sets low and to the 
side. When using single-strand wire, a right-angle, back-and-forth motion will break the tag end of the wire with a clean 
smooth finish. Pat’s number is (727) 504-8649. 

Capt Rick Grassett  reports September is one of my favorite months. Reds should be schooling on shallow grass flats of 
Sarasota Bay and you also might find big trout there at first light. Plentiful baitfish along beaches will attract Spanish 
mackerel, false albacore (little tunny), sharks, tarpon and more. You should find snook in the surf and around docks and 
bridges in the ICW. There should also be tarpon around bridges at night and in areas of Sarasota Bay, Tampa Bay and 
Charlotte Harbor. Juvenile tarpon from 10 to 30-pounds should be a good option in creeks and canals. Trout fishing should 
also be good this month. Look for big trout in skinny water in many of the same places that you find reds this month. They 
will be most active in low light, either first thing in the morning or at dusk, particularly if we’ve had an afternoon shower. 
Cloud cover in the afternoon will also reduce heating of shallow flats, which usually makes fish more active. The same flies 
that you use for reds will work well for big trout in shallow water. I release all trout over 20” on my boat since they are 
usually females, capable of spawning thousands of other trout.  

Kayak guide Neil  reports some very good action at the right times this hot summer.  He suggests it is only going to get 
better, but expect to have great spurts of solid action for short periods of time.    With an algae bloom in upper Tampa Bay, 
it’s better to stick to areas with moving water.    The fish are feeding strong at sunrise with the bite diminishing when the 
sun gets up very far in the sky.   Therefore,  go early or late,  but go and get in on this action. 



Our new traveling club flags are on the move!  Bruce and Patty Anderson took one to Colorado and Walt 
and Frank took one to the Amazon. Lower right with our trout gear in Oconee St Park, S. Carolina.  



2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

• 13-15 Jan   Shad Outing St John’s River 
• 23 Feb – 3 Mar                                     Brazil Peacock Bass trip 
• 25 Mar – 1 Apr                                     Two Boys Inn, Andros Island, Bahamas 
• 1 Apr                                                      Suncoast Fly Club banquet 
• 8 Apr                                                      Cypress Park outing 
• 13 April   CCA Banquet 
• 7 May                                     Club Banquet, Hunter’s Green 
• 17 June                                 Lake Calm Freshwater Outing 
• 7-8 Oct    Florida Sportsman Expo 
• TBD    FFF Enclave 
• 21 – 28 Oct                    Mexico: Costa de Cocas trip 
• 21 Oct    Carl Hanson Outing, Hillsborough River 
• 5 Nov                    Big Gun, Picnic Island 
• 6 Dec                     Members Year End Party 
• 8 Dec                     Play Hooky at the Hatchery 
• 16 Dec                                      Don Coleman Outing, Ft Desoto 

 



Member Benefits 
 
TBFFC is famous for its value and focus on the sharing of 
information, experience, and craftsmanship with its members.  
As a TBFFC member you will enjoy many benefits free or at 
nominal cost. 
 
•Monthly Meetings with informative speakers 
•Fishing Trips Sponsored by Members and the Club 
•Group Clinics and Workshops 
•Fly Tying Lessons                
•One-On-One Fly Casting Lessons 
•Shirts and Hats with club logo 
•80-page Beginner’s Basic Skills Instruction Manual 
•Annual Banquet 

Fly Fishing Guides 
 
•Capt. Nick Angelo                  (813) 230-8473 
•Capt. Pat Damico                   (727) 504-8649 
•Capt. Bryon Chamberlin       (813) 361-8801 
•Capt. Rick Grassett                (941) 923-7799 
•Capt. John Hand                    (239) 842-7778 
•Capt. Frank Rhodes               (863) 967-4258 
•Capt. Greg Peterson               (423) 432-1973 
 

 Fly Casting Coaches 
Dade City  
Jeff Janecek………………….…..352-588-3866       
South Tampa    
Steve Parker………………..…….813-287-5583 
Walt Durkin……………………….813-476-7128   
North Tampa                                                 
Robert Fischer…………….……...813-962-0185 
Dan Lagace.………………….…….813-929-6605 
Leigh West .…………………….....813-971-8697 
St. Petersburg  
Capt. Pat Damico……………...727-504-8649 
Polk County 
Capt. Frank Rhodes…….…….863-967-4258 



Corporate Sponsors 
These companies sponsored the Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club. Some are members of the 
club.  We urge you to patronize them. 
• 3-WAY CONSTRUCTION, Robert Fischer PO Box 342774, Tampa, 33694, (813) 495-5685.  
• ALLIGATOR BOB’S Gourmet Alligator Meat Snacks, (813) 986-3008,  WWW.GATORBOB.COM 
• BARBED STEEL CHARTERS, Capt. Bryon Chamberlin, (813) 361-8801, captbryon@yahoo.com.. 
• REDFISH LANDING GUIDE SERVICE, Capt. John Hand www.RedfishLandingGuideService.com, (239) 842-7778 
• THE FLY GUY, Capt. Pat Damico, (727) 504-8649 www.captpat.com, pat4jaws@hotmail.com 
• SNOOK FIN-ADDICT GUIDE SERVICE,  Capt. Rick Grassett, (941) 923-7799, www.snookfin-addict.com   
• SWANN’S FLY FISHING SHOP, Jim Swann, 13650 South 98 Bypass, Dade City, 33525, (352) 567-6029 

http://www.captpat.com/


Tel. 727-504-8649 
Hppt://captpat.com 
pat4jaws@hotmsail.com 



2014 Member Application 
Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club 
Name:__________________________________               Date: ___________ 
Mailing address:_______________________________ 
City:___________________State:___Zip:___________ 
Hm.Phone:____________Wk. Phone: ______________ 
Email address:_________________________________ 
Type of Membership:_________________________ 
Please Check: One Year______ Five Year______ 
Please list names you wish to include in family membership 
Annual Dues: $25.00 Individual Membership 
         $35.00 Family Membership 
         $95.00Corporate Single Membership 
         (includes one membership and Ad Space)  
         $120.00 Corporate Double Membership 
        (includes two memberships or family membership and                                                                      
Ad Space in Newsletter) 
   Five-year dues:    $100.00 Individual Membership 
                                 $140.00 Family Membership 
 Please make check payable to: Tampa Bay Fly Fishing   Club C/o Rick Valeri, 1404 
Oxfordshire Ct. Brandon,     33510 
 


